OHMHA Board Meeting
January 17, 2008
MINUTES
7:30pm
Location: Thurston Elementary School Library
Board Attendance (quorum achieved): At meeting commencement: Wendy Carman, Jack Cederquist, Emily Eisbruch, Neal Foster, Anita Jones, Jill Rheinheimer, Daniel Smith, Sandy Smith.  From 7:35pm during item #4:  Pete Mooney.  From 7:39pm after item #4: Stuart Baggaley, Henry Brysk.
Guest Attendance: None present.
1.  Call to order by Jack Cederquist at 7:32pm
2.  Approval of Agenda – Jack
Conclusion: Agenda approved without change.  Motion by Dan, 2nd by Anita, All approved.
Next Action: None

3.  Approval of November 15, 2007 Meeting Minutes - Jack
Conclusion: Minutes approved.  Motion by Neal, 2nd by Wendy, All approved.

Next Action: None

4.  Treasurer’s Report (attached) – Wendy
<< Pete arrived at 7:35pm >>
Conclusion: Report approved.  Motion by Neal, 2nd by Pete, All approved.

Details: Fall Festival receipts totaled $1187.76.  Cost breakdown not available at the meeting.
Next Action: Wendy to email the Board details of Fall Festival receipts.
<< Stuart and Henry arrived at 7:39pm >>

5. TCF Signature Card – Jack

Conclusion: Jack, Wendy, Stuart, and Dan are now official check signers. 

Details: Pete and Sandy check signing rights have transferred to Jack and Dan.
Next Action: None.
6. Non-profit Status – Jack 
Conclusion: OHMHA is not 501c(3) or 501c(4), and unsure about tax requirements.  The Board will continue this discussion at the next meeting.
Details: OHMHA Articles of Incorporation filed in ~1979 as a non-profit.  OHMHA is not tax exempt (Federal or sales).  
Next Action: Pete will research the requirements of non-profit status and tax requirements, and report at the next Board meeting.
7. January Newsletter – Jill 
Conclusion: The next newsletter will mail in early February.  Jill and her family will print/label/stamp (thank you!) 

Details: Jill questioned if OHMHA had permission to use pictures Emily took at the Fall Festival and a neighborhood member took at the Tree planting.  It was decided not to publish close-ups of children’s faces, and notify people where possible.  Articles: Neal – Pond berm, MDEQ grant, Pete – Tree Planting, Greg/Jack – Meet Your Neighbor, Emily – Fall Festival, Sandy – email list signup, Jill – garage sale date.
Next Action: Submit newsletter articles to Jill by January’s end. 
8. Garage Sale – Jack 

Conclusion: Garage sale date is May 17, start at 9am, no end time. 

Details: Current garage sale signs are in Pete’s garage.  Jack volunteered to pick them up and make new signs reflecting the date/times.
Next Action: None.
9. Storm Water Grant – Neal 

Conclusion: Starting this Spring homeowners will receive information about how they can help manage rain water runoff into the storm drains and improve Miller’s Creek.
Details: Neal received an article from the HRWC for the OHMHA newsletter outlining the deal between HRWC and MDEQ to reduce peak flows of water into the storm drains after rain storms.  The project will include working with neighborhood residents to reduce storm water runoff into the drains.  The project is still being planned, and residents will be notified this Spring with additional details.
Next Action: Monitor the HRWC activity and include information in the newsletter as needed.
10. Thurston Nature Center – Neal 

Conclusion: Work will begin this Spring to direct storm water to Thurston Pond, and direct excess water from the Pond into the drain and not the adjacent woods.
Details: Neal explained the current plan to increase storm water flow through the Thurston Pond.  This will include running a new pipe to the Pond from the storm drain along Bluett.  Swirl concentrators will be added to reduce the sediment in the water before it reaches the pond.  In conjunction with this activity the berm along the Pond’s west side will be built up to facilitate pond runoff into the drain to Miller’s Creek rather than the woods adjacent to the Pond.
Next Action: Neal summarize the future Nature Center activity for the newsletter.
11. Annual General Meeting Comment – Jack 

Conclusion: The Board agreed that the Ice Cream Social does not qualify as a formal Annual General Meeting.  From the June meeting on, a formal Annual Meeting will be held by the Board.
Details: Jack wanted to confirm with the Board that our Ice Cream Socials in the past couple years counted as the Annual General Meeting.  Wendy recalled that there may have been only 2 formal annual general meetings held since 1979 – mostly centered around contentious issues.  After much informal discussion about past years the Board concluded that a more formal annual meeting should be held in conjunction with the Ice Cream Social.
Next Action: Jack will draft a write-up to include in a future newsletter to announce an Annual General Meeting.
12. Future Meeting Dates – Jack 
Conclusion: 2008 dates: January 17, March 13, May 22, June 6 Ice Cream Social
13.  Round Robin
a. Jack kindly made the Board aware of a nice article written by Emily in the January Current Magazine. (attached)
14.  Adjournment (Motion – Neal, 2nd – Wendy, All approved.)
Attachments:

(Double-click to open)
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My TURN readers forum   !
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