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Join Your Neighbors at 3rd Community Forum

Sunday, April 1 7, 201 6

5:45 - 7:00 pm

Location: Zoup at Traver Village

Get the very latest news on:

• Orchard Hills - Maplewood, Bromley,
Thurston & Clague Communities

• Thurston Nature Center

• Nixon Road Property Developments

• OHAC and Dolphin Pools

• Thurston Players

The entire neighborhood is invited to join us for an informative Community Forum

on Sunday, Apri l 1 7 at 5:45 pm at Zoup at Traver Vil lage.

“The success of our first two Community Forums has encouraged us to continue the

event. Many of the initiatives and issues in our area need the involvement of more than just

one group. This event facil itates greater interaction and coordination between groups," said

Jack Cederquist, OHMHA Board President.

While OHMHA is coordinating the Forum, it is open to everyone who lives in the

surrounding area. Consider bringing your neighbors and friends and also enjoying some

soup as a way of thanking Zoup for hosting us. We look forward to seeing you on Sunday,

Neighborhood
Garage Sale

Saturday, May 1 4,
starting at 9 am

Community Forum at Zoup in 2015
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Neighborhood Fun at 201 5 Fall Festival
by Greg Jagst

All the moving parts came together again on September

28, 201 5 as our neighborhood celebrated our 9th Annual

Fall Festival. This year's continues our trend of 'best ever'

with roughly 200 residents of the Orchard Hil ls and

Maplewood subdivisions joined again by our Bromley

neighbors to enjoy a Sunday afternoon. Apples, cider and

donuts were again provided from Wiards Orchards courtesy

of OHMHA for al l neighbors.

Francie Krawke made a return appearance with her

Michigan Avian experience featuring our beloved eagle and

his friends a barn owl and hawk.

The Thurston 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade Choirs made a

return appearance after last year's debut. Tom Teller was

again very gracious in both the lending of his musical talent

and equipment (several musicians commented on the

superior setup and sound our venue offered them!). Among

our newest musicians who performed were Tim and Kelly

Krohn and All isson Hendriks and Kira Lesser. Mike Tucker

and The Hil lrays closed out the evening with a rol l icking

good performance.

Many organizations and individuals contributed to the success of the Festival, including

OHAC, Thurston Nature Center, Thurston PTO and Kiwanis -Morning Side edition-who were a

particularly big hit with the helium

balloons they gave the younger festival

goers. Additional ly, Praveena

Ramaswami offered face painting for

the kids. The Ann Arbor Police

Department made an appearance

again this year, with Sgt. Tom Hickey

and officer Joselyn Haske enjoying our

hospital ity and sharing with neighbors

info about Neighborhood Watch,

among other programs.

We are in the planning stages for

the 1 0th Annual Fall Festival to be held

later this year and wil l strive to again

make it the best one ever! ■

Thanks to these
generous Fall Festival
donors:

• Ann Arbor Public Library

• Officers Hickey and

Haske of the Ann Arbor

Police Dept.

• Holiday Inn at Plymouth

Road

• The Barre Code

• Thomas Mussio of Ann

Arbor All Trades

• Nails & Co.

• Inn Style Hair Salon

• Lavida Massage

• Curry On

• Espresso Royale

Kelly Krohn, Allison Hendriks and Kira Lesser delighted

the crowd at the 2015 Fall Festival
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OHMHA Sponsors Candidate Debate
by Peter Mooney

Sponsoring forums in contested 2nd Ward elections has become a tradition for the Orchard

Hil ls Maplewood Homeowners Association. On Oct. 1 1 , 201 5, about 50 people attended a

discussion featuring incumbent councilmember Jane Lumm, running as an independent, and

Democratic challenger Sally Hart Petersen.

On many issues, the candidates offered similar views but there was a split between them

on the city’s controversial deer cul l .

Petersen said that she preferred a

nonlethal cul l whereas Lumm indicated

that she supported the cull . The effort

has involved US Dept of Agriculture

sharpshooters carrying out the cull in

various parks.

Both candidates supported a traffic

study for Nixon Road in l ight of the

controversial Nixon Farms developments

on the both sides of Nixon north of Dhu

Varren. Lumm added that given the

opposition that the Nixon developments

have generated that it might be time to

revisit the city’s master plan.

Both candidates supported keeping a new train station at the current Depot location, but

Lumm said she anticipated opposition from students and residents if the train station were

moved to Fuller Road and as a result parkland was repurposed.

In the end, Lumm was reelected with 2,280 votes to 1 ,250 for Petersen. In precinct 6,

where most OHMHA residents vote, Lumm prevailed 336 to 202. Both the Ann Arbor News and

the Michigan Daily (which put the forum on its front page) covered the event. In a recent Ann

Arbor Observer article Petersen said that she had not decided whether she would run again for

a 2nd Ward seat. ■

Jane Lumm and Sally Petersen discussed the

issues at the Oct 11, 2015 Candidates Forum

Welcome to the Neighborhood Initiative
by Nadine Wong

Moving to a new neighborhood can be overwhelming, OHMHA is launching a

“Welcome to the Neighborhood” initiative starting this Spring to make it easier for new

famil ies to find out more information about our neighborhood and to make them feel at

home. We are planning to reach out to our new neighbors with a short pamphlet that

highl ights the features of our area, including information on OHMHA, online resources

such as our mail ing l ists and a brief introduction to the Thurston Nature Center, Orchard

Hil ls Athletic Club and the Bromley Neighborhood. We hope that this wil l encourage new

neighbors to become active contributors to our OHMHA community.

I f you are aware of a new neighbor moving in, please contact OHMHA board member,

Nadine Wong (nadinewong@gmail .com) with a street address so that we can make sure

that we include them in our initiative. ■
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New Construction in Our Area
by Jack Cederquist, OHMHA Board President

A year ago, I wrote about the many new construction projects in our neighborhood. I t is time

for an update as much as happened in the past year. Here is a brief update as best as I can

determine, writing in early February.

Nixon Farm North and South Residential

The Toll Brothers proposal to build 208 single family attached housing units on the 67-acre

Nixon Farm North site at the northwest corner of Nixon and Dhu Varren roads and 264

townhouses on the 41 -acre Nixon Farm South site at the southwest corner of Nixon and Dhu

Varren roads is proceeding. Both sites have been annexed into the City of Ann Arbor. On

December 21 , 201 5, the Ann Arbor City Council conditional ly rezoned the sites to residential

R4A and approved the site plans. An important element of the conditional zoning is the

requirement for the Toll Brothers to contribute up to about one mil l ion dollars to the

improvement of the Nixon–Green–Dhu Varren intersection. The next step wil l l ikely be the

purchase, by the Toll Brothers, of the land from the Nixon family. More information is at:

http: //www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/index.ssf/201 5/1 2/472-home_nixon_road_developmen.html

Woodbury Club Residential

The Bleznak Group has proposed to build the Woodbury Club Apartments, comprising 282

apartments on the 28-acre parcel of land at the southeast corner of the “intersection” of Nixon

Road and M-1 4. The Group also owns the adjoining 26-acre parcel to the east. The large

wetlands on both parcels occupy a large portion of the eastern parcel. Both parcels have been

annexed into the City of Ann Arbor. Rezoning of both parcels to R4A and approval of the site

plan are expected to be on the Ann Arbor City Council agenda on March 1 0, 201 6. As

reported last year, City planning staff stated that rezoning and site plans for these residential

developments could not be approved unti l a plan was in place for the improvement of the

Nixon–Green–Dhu Varren intersection. The City funded Intersection Improvement Study

performed by Opus (completed in March 201 5 and available

at: http: //www.a2gov.org/departments/

engineering/Pages/Dhu-Varren---

Nixon---Green-Intersection-

Improvements-Project.aspx) and the

Toll Brothers contribution of one

mil l ion dollars has satisfied City staff

that the requirement of a plan has

been met.

Nixon-Green-Dhu Varren

Intersection

As referenced above the City funded

study was completed in March 201 5.

The two alternatives for the

intersection were four way traffic

There is a roundabout in the future for this intersection

at Green, Dhu Varren and Nixon.
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l ights or a roundabout. Either redesign would require that Dhu Varren be relocated south to

al ign with Green. Although Opus recommended the traffic l ights by a small margin over the

roundabout, City staff reviewed the report and has chosen the roundabout solution.

Nixon Road Corridor Study

At the public meeting in connection with the intersection study, residents called for the City to

fund a traffic study of the entire Nixon Road corridor. City Council responded by funding such

a study. City staff released a request for proposals to conduct the study (available at:

http: //www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-services/purchasing/Documents/RFP_955_Document.pdf ),

proposals have been received, and City staff plan to select the contractor and begin the study

in March 201 6. I t wil l be extremely important for those affected by the increasing traffic on

Nixon Road to provide their input at the public meetings that are required to be held.

Nixon Sidewalk

I am happy to report that the instal lation of a sidewalk on the east side of Nixon Road, north

of Clague Middle School and connecting to the sidewalk at Haverhil l Court is complete! This

instal lation was made possible by the hard work of many in obtaining a Safe Routes to School

grant.

Plum Market

Some projects do move quickly! As you no doubt

know, Plum Market at 3601 Plymouth Road has

opened. I would be interested to know of any

parking or traffic problems generated by this

otherwise welcome development.

Flagstar Bank

City Council approved the plans to build a

Flagstar Bank branch at the northern part of the

Holiday Inn parking lot at 3600 Plymouth Road. The plan is for a 3,000 square foot bank with a

drive thru facil ity and 1 6 parking spaces. More information is

at: http: //www.mlive.com/news/ann-

arbor/index.ssf/201 5/05/council_approves_plans_for_new.html . I would expect construction to

begin in Spring 201 6. ■

New Construction in our Area (cont.)

Plum Market Access from Plymouth Rd.
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As we move forward into 201 6 we are once again reminded of al l the wonderful support that

has been provided to help restore the Thurston Nature Center. Thanks to the many contributions

from individuals, organizations, businesses, and the Ann Arbor Public Schools we are well on

our way to meeting the goals of our Pond and Wetland Restoration Project.

The construction work required to improve the hydrology of the pond (Phase 1 ) has been

completed. As required by our contracts and the MDEQ permit, we finished on time (September

30, 201 5).

• The berm is reinforced, wider, higher, and longer.

• The outlet channel is now lower (deeper) than the berm, has the mechanisms to control the

flow of water, and includes a sediment bay (to trap the sediment from going down Mil ler

Creek and into the Huron River).

• We have removed 1 1 50 cubic yards of phosphorus laden sediment and made a deep water

habitat - enabling the re-introduction of some species of fish (Spring 201 6).

• While not able to make our old nesting island a bit higher (perhaps a task for the future), we

did manage to create a new nesting island.

We are well into Phase 2 (Restoration of

Aquatic and Wetland Plant Habitats) and

beginning Phase 3 (Restoration of Wildl ife). For

information providing more detai l on what is

included in each of these phases please sign up

for our E-Newsletter

(frank@thurstonnaturecenter.org).

Thurston Nature Center meetings are also

open to the public and you are more than

welcome to participate and ask any questions

you may have. General meetings are held once

a month at Thurston Elementary School’s

Library, from 7 to 9 pm. The current schedule for

the next meetings are March 3, Apri l 1 4, May 5,

and June 2. Reminders are often posted on our

Facebook page at

https://www.facebook.com/ThurstonNatureCenter.

To meet al l the expectations of the Thurston

Nature Center’s friends, we need more

volunteers to help our effort. The work is more

than can be accomplished by just a few.

Positions are available for almost any task one

can imagine and for almost al l ages. For more

information on the various tasks that need

volunteers please check our newsletter and/or

contact frank@thurstonnaturecenter.org. In

addition, students looking to expand their

experience and build up their resume are more

than welcome to sign up and join us. ■

Thurston Nature Center News
by Frank Commiskey

Thurston Pond is beautiful in all seasons. Ice

Hockey anyone?

Nesting island will be a great habitat
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OHMHA Email List
by Martin TorchIshi

For many years, OHMHA has used

Huron Valley Community Network (HVCN)

as an email service provider. We are

excited to announce a transition to a new

email provider called Mailchimp. We wil l

be able to send traditional text email , but

we wil l also have greater flexibi l ity in

terms of designing our email campaigns.

Mailchimp also offers valuable analytics,

which wil l provide us feedback on how to

best serve our subscribers.

I f you were on the old HVCN email

l ist, you have already been moved to our

new Mailchimp list. No further action is

needed on your part.

I f you are not on our email l ist and

would l ike to be added, please sign up at

www.ohmha.org/contact.

We intend to send email sparingly,

but being on our l ist wil l keep you well

informed of relevant news in the

neighborhood.

Also please keep up with the

neighborhood news on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/ohmhaneighborhood/■

Updated OHMHA

Website
by Anne Karabakal

In October OHMHA transferred

its website (www.ohmha.org) from

our previous service provider, HVCN,

to a new host. Much of the

organization and content of the

website is the same. A couple of new

features are a contact form that

neighbors can use to communicate

with the OHMHA board, and a form

that can be used to subscribe to our

neighborhood email l ist.

The OHMHA website has

information about upcoming and

recent events related to our

neighborhood as well as l inks to

copies of the newsletter and a Paypal

button for paying annual dues online.

I f you have not yet paid your

dues for the 201 5-201 6 year, please

visit the website to do so! ■

Here are some of the fun neighborhood images on the OHMHA website. Visit us at www.ohmha.org
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OHMHA BOARD MEMBERS
Jack Cederquist 21 45 Ardenne 665-2282 President

Greg Jagst 2080 Yorktown 846-6332 Vice President

Martin Torch-Ishi i 3366 Bluett 474-1 249 Treasurer

Peter Mooney 3352 Yellowstone 21 3-0440 Secretary

Emily Eisbruch 2561 Bunker Hil l 665-0533 Newsletter (eisbruchs@gmail .com)

Anne Karabakal 2405 Bunker Hil l 669-2084 Webmaster

Jerry Schulte 3334 Yellowstone 668-2590

Amy Seetoo 31 1 1 Cedarbrook 332-0390

Nadine Wong 3092 Lexington 222-1 71 6

Frank Commiskey 2647 Antietam Ct 369-0992

Wendy Carman 2340 Georgetown 761 -8693

ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES
Christopher Taylor (Mayor) 794-61 65 CTaylor@a2gov.org

Kirk Westphal (Council Member, Ward 2) 660-9955 KWestphal@a2gov.org

Jane Lumm (Council Member, Ward 2) 677-401 0 JLumm@a2gov.org

OHMHA

21 45 Ardenne

Ann Arbor, MI 481 05

www.ohmha.org
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ORCHARD HILLS-MAPLEWOOD HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

How do I get on the neighborhood email l ist? go to www.ohmha.org/contact

How do I get on the neighborhood watch l ist? email gjagst@gmail .com

How to "l ike" the OHMHA Facebook page? https://www.facebook.com/ohmhaneighborhood/




