Minutes of OHMHA Board Meeting on September 14, 2006

Board Members present:, Stuart Baggaley, Henry Brysk, Wendy Carman, Jack Cederquist, Emily Eisbruch, Neal Foster, Anita Jones, Peter Mooney, Jill Reinheimer, Sandy Smith

1. Call to order by Pete Mooney at 7:32 pm at Sandy Smith’s.

2. The agenda was approved;  the June 15 minutes were approved with addition of adjournment

3. No guests were present    

4. Treasurer’s report – a full treasurer’s report was not available as Wendy has not received a statement from the bank.  At the end of June there was about $5200 in the regular account and $1800 in the legal fund.  Wendy has deposited about $3000 and has written checks to Jack Cederquist for $60.00 and Karen Land for $400.00
Bulk mailing permit - We had decided not to renew the permit although we have had a permit since 1979.  The permit has to be used a certain number of times a year or it will lapse.  The Post Office will not guarantee delivery time – it may take up to 2 weeks.  Wendy will check with the P.O. whether we still have money in our account (#766).  We have decided to recruit volunteers to distribute the newsletter and  Board members will also participate.
5. Georgetown entrance sign – Peter presented a job quote from Kipke Signs LLC for the Georgetown entrance sign, the lowest quote received so far.  Sandy reported that in response to submission of a permit request for the Georgetown entrance sign, the City requested full engineering drawings, including the concrete base and the height and material of the posts.  Anita said that the Maplewood entrance sign was installed according to Parks Department specifications and suggested that we contact the Parks Department to see if we can get their sign specifications.   Stuart volunteered to contact the Parks Department.  Jack said that there is still a lot of concrete and bricks below the surface of the area where the sign is to be located, which might cause a problem with installation.  

6. E-mail list problems – Sandy reported that Comcast has restricted Comcast customers from receiving e-mail messages from Huron Valley Community Network (hvcn.org), the organization that hosts the OHMHA neighborhood e-mail list.  The webmaster, Steve Weiss, suggested that each person with a Comcast e-mail address create an e-mail account on another service (gmail, hotmail, yahoo).  This seems too complicated to ask the e-mail list members to do (Note:  there are 55 people with Comcast e-mail addresses on the list, about ¼ of the total).  We decided to ask Stephen Rapundalo if he could provide the name of the City Hall employee that oversees the Comcast contract with the City and to work through this person to try to persuade Comcast to reverse their restriction.  Sandy will e-mail Steve and will also check on whether his e-mail list is working, as several Board members have not received any e-mails from him.

7. Thurston Pond Restoration project update - Neil reported that a meeting was held on August 2nd in which they found out that some repairs could not be done with Department of Transportation funds because they were considered to be maintenance.  The Nature Center Committee plans to apply for another grant but the agency is not decided on.  They will probably use matching funds.  They plan to put in an oak savannah.  Also approved for installation in 2007 is two swirl concentrators, consisting of two concrete structures at Bluett and Antietam, which would bring water down to the pond while removing grit and other materials.  The Nature Center Committee doesn’t oppose this project because Thurston Pond is technically a storm water drainage pond and this would direct more water into the pond.  Wendy mentioned that there are holding tanks under Bluett and Georgetown. Scott Dierks, a hydrologist, says the Georgetown storm drain cannot be used because it would cause street flooding.  The N.C. Committee feels it has a better working relationship now with Randy Trent and Scott Dirks.

8. Replanting of Georgetown entrance - Jack reported that he has been watering and weeding the new plantings, with Neil’s help.  With the arrival of fall rains, watering will no longer be needed.  Jack will write a newsletter article thanking Karen Land for her efforts.  The project came in slightly under budget.
9. Plymouth Crossing/Ave Maria Law School - Henry reported on an interview with Tom Monaghan in the Wall Street Journal which makes clear that it is probably just a matter of time until Ave Maria Law School moves to Florida.  Wendy said that Ave Maria Law has just received its accreditation, so it is now free to move, although the faculty is opposed to the move. There was speculation as to what will happen to the site in that event.  Work has begun on the Plymouth Crossings project:  trees have been cut down and a ditch has been dug.  Pete called Van Dam and was told that the lofts will be ready for occupancy in 2007 but the commercial realtor would not confirm any of the commercial tenants.  Pete will make other contacts to try to get more information.
10. Round Robin

A.  Dates selected for upcoming meetings:  Nov. 16, Jan. 11 and March 8, 

    all Thursdays at Thurston Library


B.  Newsletter – the newsletter deadline is Sept. 28


    The following articles are to be submitted:



Sandy: Thanks to those who donated to OHMHA;  Problems with e-mail list

Neil:  Thurston Nature Center update

Jack:  Georgetown entrance plantings

Pete:  Plymouth Crossing update

11. The meeting was adjourned 
Action Items:

1.  Wendy to contact Post Office to find out how much money we have in our bulk   

    mailing account

2.  Stuart to contact the Parks Department for their sign specifications
3.  Sandy to e-mail Steve Rapundalo about Comcast e-mail problem

4.  Pete to find out more about proposed tenants of Plymouth Crossing

Respectfully submitted,
Sandy Smith

