OHMHA Board Meeting
September 16, 2008
MINUTES
7:30pm
Location: Thurston Elementary School – School Activity Room

Board Attendance (quorum achieved): JC, SB, WC, HB, AJ, NF, GJ, DS, EE, MW.

Guest Attendance: Anne Karabakal.
1.  Call to order and introduction of guests by Jack Cederquist at 7:31pm
2.  Approval of Agenda – Jack
Conclusion: Agenda approved without change.  Motion by Anita, 2nd by Neal, All approved.

Next Action: None

3. Introduction of new Board member Margaret Weiss.

4.  Treasurer’s Report – Wendy
Conclusion: Motion by Neal, 2nd by Dan, All approved.

Details: $10,271 in checking; $1,833 in savings; ~$1000 new paid memberships

Next Action: None
5. Taxes and 501c (3) – Pete

Conclusion: Agenda item tabled until next meeting due to Pete Mooney absence.

Next Action: Add to agenda for 11-11-08 Board Meeting.

6. Audit of OHMHA books by CPA - Anita
Conclusion: No agreement for audit. 

Next Action:  Jack email Pete Mooney for advice.

7. Fall Festival – Margaret 

Conclusion: (1) Stuart made a motion to have a Fall Festival at a to-be-decided date. All approved.

(2) Margaret proposes Sunday, October 26 to accommodate Leslie Science Center presentation and OHAC site.  Motion by Neal, 2nd by Wendy, 7 approved (pass).

Next Action: Margaret continue coordination outside the meeting.

8. Planning Commission Meetings - Jack

Conclusion: Wendy will receive Planning Commission emails on behalf of OHMHA.

Details: Planning Commission is willing to notify community organizations in Ann Arbor about their meetings.  Jack suggests that Wendy receive these notices for OHMHA.
Next Action: Dan add Planning Commission website link to ohmha.org.

9. Forest Street Highrise - Jack

Conclusion: Wendy explained the background of this issue, starting with City Council changing the zoning requirements and a private developer amassing enough property for a 25-story tower.  She also explained likely future changes to the City zoning laws that may remove building height limits.

Next Action: Wendy will draft a letter detailing the Board’s concern about 601 Forest and about no building height limits.

10. Building at Plymouth/Green intersection – Neal

Conclusion: This building has been demolished.

11. Thurston Nature Center – Neal

Conclusion: Neal reported that activity from the 9/15 meeting: (1) Margaret Weiss obtained a copy of video from the TNC groundbreaking in 1967.  The video was obtained from 2 places: National Archives in DC and a Lady Bird Johnson museum in Texas.  (2) 8/29 TNC applied to the MI DNR for $2000 to purchase 4 kinds of Oak trees to start an Oak savannah on Thurston playground.  Neal also reminded the Board about the future work to direct storm water runoff to Thurston Pond.
Next Action: None.

12. Tree planting grants – Jack

Conclusion: TNC will handle tree planting.

Next Action: None.

13. Georgetown and Burbank entrances – Jack

Conclusion: The Board will vote via email to approve a company for Burbank entrance maintenance.

Anita suggests the Burbank entrance be weeded and trimmed.  She took the initiative to get quotes from landscaping companies – one for $130 (Loy’s) and one for $200 (Todd Harvey) – and is waiting for a 3rd quote from Todd’s Services. 

Next Action: Anita will email the Board when the 3rd quote arrives.

14. Communication of vandalism – Jack

Conclusion: No Board action on this item.  Board members will decide whether to email the neighborhood on a case-by-case basis.

15. Garage sales - Jack

Conclusion/Next Action: Dan add a survey question to the website about time/frequency of garage sales.  This will also be added to the next newsletter.

16. Possible new Board member – Emily

Conclusion: The Board unanimously approved Anne Karabakal to fill the vacant Board seat.  Motion by Neal, 2nd by Wendy.

Details: Anne Karabakal has lived on the corner of Bluett and Bunker Hill for the past 12 years.  Emily introduced her to the Board to fill the vacant Board member seat.  Her term is 2 years (reelection Summer 2010).

Next Action: Dan update website and mailing list.  Emily add information to next newsletter.

17. Next Newsletter

Conclusion/Next Action: Emily, Stuart, and Neal will coordinate to write articles.  Likely topics are Thurston Nature Center, new Board member, and Fall Festival.  Jack and Greg will coordinate the mailing.

18. Future Board Meeting Dates: Tuesday 11/11/08 7:30pm, Tuesday 1/13/09 7:30pm

19.  Round Robin
a. Stuart – abandoned house on Georgetown.  General discussion ensued about the status of the property.

20.  Adjournment at 9:16 (Motion – Neal, 2nd – Henry, All approved.)
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Next meeting: June 12, 2008

